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Fe To the Right Honourable 


WILLIAM, 
Viſcount V AN E. 
Lord DUNGANNON. 


My Losxo, 

H E very long Friendſhip which ] had the Honour of 
receiving fromthe LORD BARNARD, my late 
Pariſhioner, ſoon determin'd me, upon the Approba= 
tion of the Right Honourable His Lady Dowager 

and your Lordſhip, to pay this ſmall Tribute to His Memory: In 

which, I bave taken the Liberty of adding to that ſhorter Account 
from the Pulpit, a Few brief, but very juſt Memoirs, relating to 

His Lordſhip's Character and Conduct. 


The decent Concern of my Auditors at ſo Melancholy an Occa- 
ion, rendred the Diſcourſe, how mean ſoever in it ſelf, both Sea 
onable and Acceptable to Them : So that I thought fit, under the 
ame further Approbation, to oblige Them with a Few Printed 
optes, as a more laſting Remembrance than thoſe tranfient Im- 
prefions which are uſually made by the Ear: And having 1 
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DEDICATION. 
far ventur'd to ſubmit ſo Haſty a Performance to the "FE 


of Others, I apprebend that I have ſome Right to ſcreen my Self 
under Your Lordſhip's Patronage. 


Your known Affection to the preſent Happy Eſtabliſhment, join 
with an inviolable Attachment to Our Conſtitution and Civil Li 
berties ; Your Generous, Candid, and Engaging Temper ; and 
above all Your Exemplary Piety and Zealous Regard to the Ho 
nour and Intereſts of Religion, in an Age when tit almoſt becom | 
Unfaſhionable ; very juſily intitle Your Lordſhip to a general Re 
ſpect from all true Lovers of Our Church and — as well at 
the ſincereſt Wiſhes, That thoſe Paternal Vertues may deſcend i 
Your Ancient and Honourable Family to the lateſi Poſterity : I/ 
which None can more heartily join, than 


My Lord, 
Your Lordſhip's very much Oblig'd, 


and moſt Obedient Servant, 


n, 


erde 


THO. CURTEIS 


4 


this World is One continu'd Courſe of Sorrow and Cate, 


PHIL. ii. Ver. 21. Latter Part. 


To Die is Gain. 


HE Former Part of this Verſe is a ſhort Deſcrip- 
5 ks tion of the Excellent State and Character of Eve- 
ry Good Chriſtian whilſt He lives; — To me, 
to live, is Chriſt : And the Latter ſhews : 
the Enhancement of His Happineſs when He 
dies ——; Death will be Gain or Advantage to Him. 


The Latter , is what I intend only to inſiſt upon at this 
Time : And I doubt not but the Gainful Exchange, intimated 
by S. Paul in the Words of my Text, will evidently appear 


to be ſuch, when I have fairly repreſented, by way of Au- 
titheſi⸗ ; 


1. What thoſe Evilt and Inconveniences are, which all Good 
and Pious Chriſtians are expord to in this World; and 
which They are freed from by Death: 


2. What that Real and Poſitive Bleſſedneſs ir, which will 
cauſe Death to be ſo highly advantageous to Them. 


To begin with the Former. 


1. Every Good and Pious Chriſtian obtains by Death, a per- 
feft Freedom from all thoſe Sorrows, Cares and Fears, to 
which He was formerly expos'd. | 


He then immediately gains a perfe& Deliverance and Se- 


curity from all Kinds of Evils which He either felt or fear'd, 
during the Time of his Warfare on Earth. Man's Life in 


mix 


6 A Sermon preach'd on the 
mixt with a Few, indeed a very Few, inconſtant and tran- 
ſient Comforts: Like a gloomy Night, in which here and 
there a few Stars may be ſeen; Or like a doudy Day, where- 

in the Sun now and then {ſhines out a little. Holy 706 tells 

Us — Man, that is born of a Woman, is not only of feu | 
| Days, but full of Trouble — ; yea, He is born to Trouble, 
with the ſame natural Tendency as the Sparks have to fly up- 
ward —— . Ever ſince Sin came into the World, it has been 
no better than One diverſified Scene of Miſery. We are at 
firſt brought into it with Pain; and there is uſually Something 
or other falls out to make Us uneaſy whilſt We are in it, and 
when We are going out of it too: And it is ſuitable zo the 
Divine Wiſdom and Goodneſs that it ſhould be ſo ; for other: 
wiſe We ſhould forget the main End and Defign of our Be. 
ing. For None, not the Beſt of Men, could ever find this 
World a Quiet Habitation. The Son of God Himſelf was 
expos d to Sorrows, and acquainted with Grief, whilſt He was 
here on Earth. But Every True and Faithful Chriſtian, when 
He comes to Die, gains a perfect Freedom from all Kinds of 
Miſery. All is calm and quiet, ſatisfactory and delightful, 
in the Upper Regions. Sighs then are chang'd into Songs of 
Praiſe, and Lamentations into Hallelujahs. All His Tears are | 
wip'd away; and He enjoys Eternal Peace and Reſt, when He 
is got out of the Noiſe and Buſtle of this Lower World. He 
is not only deliver'd from all the Evils which He felt, but 
from the Fears of thoſe which He had a Proſpe& of: The 
Prophet therefore tells Us — The Righteous are taken away * 
from the Evil to come. * 


2. The Good Chriſtian, by Death, is remov'd from a State 
of continual Viciſſituae ; and which, at beſt, is never ſteady | 
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or even in any Thing. 
If in this World, We find ſome Mixture of Joy, or Some- | x 
thing that is grateful and agreeable to our Wiſhes ; how ſoon, on 


and very often unexpectedly, does Some Unhappy Accident 

fall out, to diſquiet Us! The Loſs of Some Dear Friend, or þ 

Some Other Croſs or Afftiction, is ſtill interrupting Our choiceſt E. 
E ee e Delights 
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> BK Delights on Earth: For indeed This Life, at beſt, is but a 
Mixture of Proſperity and Adverſity. Fair Weather and 
Clouds, Health, Sickneſs and Mortality often ſhift the Scenes: 
And what a poor Life is that which the Greateſt of Men enjoy 
» bere! Our preſent State is but a dull Repetition of the ſame 
Things. W7 toil our Selves, and reſt, and then return to our 
„Labour and Cares again: So that the whole Life of Man on 
Earth, 1s no better than a continued Circle of Vanity and Vexa- 
tion of Spirit. The Diſciples of our Bleſſed Savior, when 
They ſaw che Glory of His Transfiguration, cry'd out—'Tis 
good jor Us to be here — : But, We read, that a Cloud preſent- 
ly can and overſhadow'd Them. Thus 'tis with Us in this 
World: When Something happens to pleaſe and delight Us, 
Je are ready to think, like Them, tis good for Us to con- 
tinue in this Condition : But how ſoon do Other Views, of 
a quite different nature, break in upon Us, to fruſtrate all 


T our fond Expectations and Hopes! Whereas, the truly Pious, 
n | kclgn'd, and Humble Chriſtian, being once releas'd from the 
of Clogs of Earth, gains a compleat Deliverance from this Mu- 
1, table State of Things: and, inſtead of it, enters upon a Life 

c % of conſtant, even, and uninterrupted Pleaſure and Delight. 


The Joys of the Heavenly Inhabitants are never eclips d: 
Their Bleſſedneſs is as Unchangeable as the Eternal Fountain 
from whence it flows ; with Whom, We are aſſur'd, there is 
; no Variableneſt nor Shadow of Turning —. When They Die, 
They enter into a Kingdom which cannot be ſhaken, and put 
on Crowns that will never fade. | 


3. A further Advantage which all Good Men obtain by Death, 


ite i a Freedom from Thoſe troubleſome Paſſions, and all the 
dy | - yells of them, which they are liable to in theſe Earthly 
7 OATES. g 


je- . The Beſt of Men, who are till but Men, i. e. Frail and 
Imperfect, whilſt They live here, are often ſubject to the Pre- 
nt valence of many Sinful and diſorderly Paſſions: Which They 

or are apt either to raiſe too high, or continue too long, or elſe to 
elt place Them upon Unworthy and Unſuitable Objects: And the 
| Effects of Theſe, too commonly appear in nguarded Words, 


} 


| 


. 
| 
| 
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and Haſty Reſolutions, with Raſhneſs and ill Management of 
their Actions and Behaviour. How innumerable are the In- 


| conveniences, that the Ill- government of thoſe Uſeful Paſſions, 
which, for Wiſe and Excellent Ends, God has implanted in 
our Nature, does expoſe Us to, in this preſent State of Mor- 
tality! But when Theſe are reduc'd to their proper Bounds, 


and ſubjected to the Conduct of their Firſt Mover, Divine Rea- 
ſon and Love, They cauſe a delightful Harmony in all the 


| | Faculties of the Soul. This ſhall be enjoy'd, in the higheſt 


Perfection, in thoſe Bleſſed Regions above; into which all 
Good Chriſtians are tranſlated by Death. There, they are 
eternally freed from all thoſe inward Tumults; and no long- 
er forc'd to keep a continual Guard againſt the Dangerous 
Enormities of a Frail and Corrupted Nature. Such a Free- 
dom muſt needs be an inexpreſſible Eaſe and Delight to Them: 
When They enjoy, not only a perfect Tranquillity from with- 
out, but inward Peace and the pureſt Serenity of Mind; be- 
ing wholly deliver'd from the innumerable Infirmities, which 
in this World, had fo often interrupred the True Quiet and 
Happineſs of their Souls. 


4. Death will be an exceeding great Advantage, as it will 
give Us a perfect Freedom from that ſtrong Inclination and 
exorbitant Love to Earthly Things, which Human Nature 

is univerſally prone to. | 


The Soul, at its Firſt Entrance into the Body, by reaſon of 
the Unfitneſs of Thoſe Organs which it was defign'd to influ- 
ence, is, for a long Time, incapable of acting like it Self; 
and is forc'd to wait, till They become fit Inſtruments for 
its more Excellent Operations : Hence We are accuſtom'd, 
for many Years, to make an Eſtimate of Things, not by Rea- 
fon, but by Our Senſes: And how greatly does this corrupt, 
and biaſs our Judgment of Things; fo as to make Us overva- 
lue Senſual Objects, till We find it very Difficult to chooſe or 
reliſh any Thing which lies above that Province! No Wonder 
then, that it becomes not only hard, but impoſſible, with- 


out the Aids of Divine Grace, to ſubject our Selves to the 


Holy 
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Death of the Rt. Hon. Lord Barnard. 92 


1- [Holy Rules of Religion and a Spiritual Life. Upon this Ac- 
s, count, twas a very great Advantage that Adam had, above 
in I His Poſterity, in being created a perfect Man, and in the full 
r= [Exerciſe of pure and uncorrupted Reaſon : yet this, thro' ill 
s, IManagement, was too weak for His Security. How much 
amore Difficult then is it, for Frail and Fallen Mankind, who 
1 have been ſo long ſubject to the many Excurſions of Childiſh 
ſt Raſhneſs and Youthful Vanity and Folly, even when Reaſon 
comes to take the Throne, to ſubmit themſelves to the Reveal'd 
re [Will and Laws of God! *Tis therefore the Work of every 
Good Chriſtian in this World, to be always warring againſt 
as the Bent of His own Corrupt Inclinations, and to give a 
Right Turn to the more Noble Faculties of the Soul; ſo as 
1; io make Daily Advances towards thoſe 1 hings which are Un- 
en and Eternal; thro' the gracious Influences of the Holy 
ee [Spirit, which are both ready and abundantly ſufficient 
h for His Aſſiſtance. And tho', in this reſpe&, the Beſt of 
d || Chriſtians find it hard enough to conquer Themſelves ; yer, 

| when They come to be uncloath'd of Mortality, and the pre- 

| ſent Imperfections which attend it, They gain a compleat 
1 | Conqueſt over all the troubleſom Difficulties of this Spiritual 
d || Wartare, For, in the 


re 
5th Place; By this Happy Exchange They gain a perfect Free- 
dom from Sin, and from all the Temptations to it. | 

pf 
1— Tho” the Sincere and Pious Chriſtian does not live in a 


; | Courſe of Sin, or in the habitual Allowance of any Favourite 
x | Vices, (For that would be inconſiſtent with the very Name 
d, and Character which He bears) yet He is not without Fail- 
„ || ings and Infirmities ; and in many Things offends that God 
t, || whom he above all Things loves and fears. But thro' Faith 
in the Propitiatory Sacrifice and attoning Merits of a Saviour, 
» {| and the daily Exerciſe ot His own watchful Endeavours, He 
x | not only keeps His Standing, but often finds Joy and Conſo- 
- | lation ariſe from his Penitential Sorrow. For, indeed, a great 
ze | Part of the Life of every Religious Perſon, ought to be em- 
y || ploy'd in humble Reficxions on the Errors and Frailties of 

Ithe Lime paſt, with ſuitable Care and Reſolutions for the 


10 J Sermon preach'd on the 
Future. Now, from all this Trouble and Conflict, the Good 


Dying Chriſtian gains at once an abſolute Deliverance : So 
that He may joyn with the Apoſtle in that Noble Triumph--- 
O Death, where is thy Sting? O Grave, where is thy Viftory---! 
At his leaving this Sinful World, tis the higheſt Comfort to 


Redeemer's ſake, but that He ſhall never more offend that in- 
; finitely Gracious God, whom He has truly lov'd and faith- 
fully ſerv'd. And then 


Laſily, Good Men, by Dying, obtain @ perfect Freedom from 
all Bodily Pains and Sickneſs. f | 


cute the Pains, which We are at preſent liable to, that Such | 


-< 


Him, not only that His Tranlgreſſions are pardon d for the 


T was Sin that brought Diſeaſes, Pain, and Mortality into | 
the World: and being once freed from the Cauſe, They are 
| * alſo eternally freed from the Effects. When We have put off 


theſe infirm, and periſhing Bodies, We ſhall feel none of the! 


Calamities which now attend them: For the Friendly Hand 


| of Death, will fix Us above the Reach of all that Sorrow Pain 


and Sickneſs, which the Supreme and infinitely Wiſe Being 


has allotted for the Tryal of our Faith and Patience in this | 


Lower World. So innumerable are the Diſeaſes, and ſo a- 


as have had the ſevereſt Experience, would much rather chooſe 
Health with Poverty, than the greateſt Honour and Wealth 
with long and painful Sickneſs. As to thoſe very Few, who 


aſs thro' the Firſt Stages of Life without any of theſe trouble- 
mak Incidents; the unavoidable Decays of Old Age will 


bow Them down to their Native Earth. Tho' the Frail Build- 
ing may, with Care and good Management, be propt for 
many Years ; *twill certainly fall at laſt, notwithſtanding 
Their utmoſt Endeavours to ſupport it. Neither is it ſtrange, 
that the Frame of our Bodies ſhoud be ſo frequently diſor- 
der'd, impair'd, and at laſt diſſolv d; if We conſider the great 


Number of different Parts which make up the wonderful 


Compoſition, and their neceſſary Dependance on each other; 
with the Alterations of that Air by which We breathe, and the 
numberleſs Accidents to which We are continually expos'd. 
It rather deſerves an high Acknowledgment of the Divine 
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State of the New 
' That God will wipe away all Tears from their Eyes ; and there | 


Death of the Rt. Hon. Lord BARNAR D. 11 
Wiſdom Goodneſs and Providence, that a competent Mea- 
ſure of Health and Eaſe, is ſo long preſerv'd. As all theſe 
Calamities and painful Diſorders are common to the very Beſt | 
of Men, as well as Others; ſo, nothing but Death can make 
a perfect Cure of Them. When that ſeaſonable Relief comes, 
Their Bodies are laid at Reſt in a ſafe Repoſitory; which, at 
che Divine Call, will faithfully reſtore every Particle of them: | 


and then They ſhall be wholly refin'd from their Droſſy Qua- 
| lities, and altogether impaſlible, ſo as never to be ſubjeR to | 


aintul Alterations any more, This is a Part of that Bleſſed 
Feruſalem, which S. John has foretold — {| 


Il be no more Death, neither Sorrow, nor Pain; for the For- 


| mer Things are paſſed away —— . 


I proceed now to the Conſideration of that Real and Poſi- 
tive Bleſſedneſs, which Death will bring Every Pious and 


| Faithful Chriſtian to the Poſſeſſion of, And, 


1. They will hereby gain, in the utmoſt Capacity of their Na- 
ture, a perfect Knowledg of God. | 


Twas One of thoſe Eminent Bleſſings declar'd by Our | 


' Saviour Himſelf, in His memorable Sermon on the Mount, — 


that the Pure in Heart fhall fee rod : and S. John has aſſur'd 
Us, That tho' They cannot at preſent comprehend the Per- 
fection and full Extent of that Bleſſedneſs; yet — when L | 


Fall appear, they ſhall be like Him, and ſhall ſee Him as He 
ir ——, That Meaſure of Knowledg of the Divine Nature and 


Attributes, which the Beſt and Wiſeſt of Men attain to in 
this Life, is very low and imperfect, in compariſon of what 
it ſhall be Hereafter ; when Their Faculties {hall be enlarg'd 
proportionably to the Immenſity of the Object: For, — 
To ſee God as He is — mult needs ſignify a very clear perfect 
and comprehenſive Knowledg. Therefore 


In that Happy State, which Death will bring Every Good | 
Chriſtian to, I hey ſhall not only have a perfect Knowledg | 
of God, but a perfect hag and Conformity to Him. 
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| The Higheſt Excellency that We are capable of in this 
| World, is, to be, in ſome meaſure Partakers of the Divine 
Nature: To be like God, in the delightful Practice of Right- 
| | eouſneſs and Truth; in Love, Mercy and Univerſal Good- 
| neſs. Theſe Divine Vertues He has propos'd for Our Imi- 
| | ration; and all Good Chriſtians ought to aſpire after Them | 
whilſt on Earth; which is the higheſt Improvement, and the] 
trueſt Dignity of their Souls. This S. Paul deſcribes by— | 
| | Beholding, as in a Glaſs, Ci. e. with a faint and Reflexive View] Þ 
| / the Glory of God: Whereas, the Sight and Knowledg that | 
ſhall be enjoy'd in the Other World, will be ſo full and per- 
fe&, as to transform the Soul intirely into the Divine Image. | 
For, the Holy — — has aſſur d Us, That the Spirits of Juſt | 
Men, in that Bleſſed State, ſhall be made perfect — : And the | 
Eſſential Happineſs of Heaven conſiſts in a Perfection of Ho- 
lineſs, and in the abſolute Sanctification of our Natures, 


Ai. 4D 


3. A further Happy Conſequence of ſuch a perfect Knowleds 
of, and Likeneſs to God, will be a Perfection of Love to 
Him and to Each Other. 


_ — cow —— — 
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| Being thus inſeparably united to the Eternal Fountain of | 
Life and Glory, in the higheſt Degree that their Nature and 
|| Capacity can comprehend, their Contemplations on the 
Divine Attributes muſt needs be moſt Sublime and Spiritual: 
| | Eſpecially from the Bright Ideas of, and raviſhing Reflexions 
on that Infinite Love, which has condeſcended to do ſo much | 
for Them; in pardoning their Sins for Chriſt's Sake; in | 
4 purifying their Hearts by Faith; and making Them every Way 
' ſuſceptive of the moſt Pure and Exalted Love, both to God 
and to Each Other. Being now able to comprehend that 
| Great and Awful Myſtery of Salvation, declar'd in Holy 
' Writ, That God was in Chriſt reconciling the World unto Him- 
| ſelf—, "tis impoſſible but They muſt love that God who has 
conducted Them by His Grace thro' this Evil World, in the 
midſt of ſo many Spiritual Dangers, Snares and Tempta— 
tions; and who has perform'd all the Gracious e 
made 
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| Knowledg of God, and of His Glorious Attributes; their | 
' Likeneſs. to Him, and intire Love of Him, cannot bur fill | 


The Beſt of Men, in this World, when They duly reflect 
on Themſelves, may find many Things to trouble and diſ- 
quiet Them: Their Sins and Imperfections will always ap- 


Their Redeemer. How Delightful muſt it needs be, to dwell 


will be found 
orbitant Paſſions, nor of that Pride and Folly which are ſo 


Death of the Rt. Hon. Lord BarNann. 13 
made to Them, reſpecting this Bleſſed State of Eternal Glory | 
which They are in Poſſeſſion of. : 


4. That which further heightens the Advantage of this Happy 
Change, is, That They ſhall obtain a Fulneſs of Joy, Pleaſure, | 
and Satisfa&tion to their Minds. | 


This muſt needs ariſe from the Former. Their perfect 


the moſt enlarg'd Faculties of their Souls, as Holy David ex- 
reſſes it, with a Fulneſs of Foy and Pleaſures for evermore —. | 


r in View. But in the Other World, when Mortality | 
is ſwallow'd up of Life —, and all their Imperfections are 
done away; when their Underſtanding is brighten'd and 
improv'd to the utmoſt; ſo that They can ſee nothing in God 
and His continual Manifeſtations to Them, but what is moſt } 
Lovely and Deſirable; and Nothing in Themſelves but what 
is perfectly agreeable to His Holy Nature and Will; it muſt | 
needs fill their Souls with Wonder and Joy, and their Mouths 
with Praiſe. An unſpeakable Addition to their Happinels | 
will alſo ariſe from the Friendly Intercourſe which They ſhall 
have, with that Kind and Sublimer Rank of Beings, the 
Holy Angels: But, above all, from Their immediate Con- 
ws with the Bleſſed eſus, in His Exalted Human Nature, 
and in the Communicated Glories of His Heavenly Kingdom. | 
Likewiſe the Society of. Holy Perſons, who have liv'd in all 
Ages of the World, and eſpecially of Thoſe who were their 
Deareſt Friends on Earth, cannot but be highly amiable and 
wonderfully tranſporting : When, with One Heart, and One 
Mouth, They ſhall eternally celebrate the peculiar Praiſes of 


where Nothing but Love and Kindneſs, Peace and Harmony, 
r ever : Where there are none of thoſe Ex- 


common 
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common in this Miſerable World; deſtroying the Friendſhip, 
and diſturbing the Peace of Societies! 


5. A further Advantage which Every true Chriſtian will 
reap by Death, ariſes from the Excellency of the Plate, into 
which He ſhall be receiv'd. 


Heaven indeed, as I obſerv'd before, conſiſts eminently in a 
Perfection of Holineſs; or the Improvement of Human Nature 
to the higheſt. Excellency that tis capable of. But yet We 
are taught, in Holy Scripture, to conceive of it as a Glo- 


Delight of Thoſe that dwell in it. If the Outſide of Hea- 
ven and Thoſe Radiant Bodies of Light which are plac'd at ſo 
great a Diſtance from Us, appear now ſo Bright and Dazling, 
and ſo full of Wonder and Glory, that the Strongeſt Eye can 
| ſcarce behold it; How Glorious muſt thoſe Heavenly Manſi- 
ons be, which God the Father, and Chriſt Jeſus our Bleſſed 


love and obey His Goſpel, as well as for the immediate Ma- 
| nifeſtation of His Unchangeable Goodneſs and Love! If the 
| | Almighty Creator has ſhewn ſo much Power and Wiſdom in 
the Fabric of this Viſible World, which is corruptible and de- 
ſign'd for a Diſſolution; and in framing the Earthly Taber- 
{ 4 .nacles of Our Bodies, which are always ready to drop into 
| e | — V. P 

Nothing; What Wiſdom, what infinite Contrivance has He 
neon in the Structure of Heaven; that Seat Royal, and Ci- 
iy of the Living God , of which He is ſaid, by way of Emi- 
nence, to be the Builder and Maker—; and which He has de- 
lign'd for the Eternal Habitation of all that truly Love, Be- 
lieve in, and Obey Him! And : 


Laaſth, That which crowns all, and makes this Gain of Eve- 
| ny true Chriſtian by Death compleat, is, That They are 
[are this Bieſſedneſs is Unchangeable ; and that it can ne- 
wer be loſt, or, for the leaſt Moment, eclipſed. 


This, the Holy Scripture frequently expreſſes by that ſhort 
but comprebenſive Phraſe, Eternal Life : Which are Words 
of too vaſt an Extent to be fully underſtood in this preſent 
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rious Place too: And as Such, it muſt needs heighten the 


Saviour, have prepar'd for the Reception of all Thoſe that 
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State of Mortality; and can only be explain'd in that Heaven- 
ly World where it ſhall be enjoy d. In Order to which, We 
have an infallible Aſſurance from the Word of God, That 
mo be Vile Body, which was ſown in Corruption, ſhall. be raiſed | 
Incorruptible, and made like to the Glorified Body of Chriſt : _ 
Whereof He has given Us a ſure Pledg and irrefragable Proof, 
by His Own Reſurrection, as the Firſt Fruits of Them that | 
ſlzep in Him, It may abundantly ſatisfy Us, That infinite 
Ve Wiſdom Power and Fairhfulnefs have undertaken to accom- 
pliſh this Great Work; and tho' We cannot explicitly com- 
prehend the manner How; yet We may reſt fully aſſur'd that 
the Thing it ſelf ſhall be: Since He is Faithful who has pro- 
o Imis'd it; and, as He can neither be deceiv'd, nor deceive 
> | Mankind, So tis our indiſpenſable Duty, and the beſt Ho- 

85 mage We are capable of paying, to Believe Him on His 
. | Word. On this ſure Foundation We may juſtly bid Defiance 
ed to all the cavilling Objections which Human Wit or Philoſo- 
| phy can make to the contrary. And if ſo; then We need 

la. not be much concern'd That in a very little Time We mult 
he leave the pleaſant Light of this World, and go down into the: 
| gloomy Manſions of Death; that We muſt ceaſe from all Ac- 


ws tion and Buſineſs here; and not only be laid out of Sight and 
ir. | Remembrance, but have our Bodies chang'd into Duſt and 
to | Rotrenneſs. This is indeed a Melancholy Scene to Fleſh and 
Je | Blood; And the more affecting, becauſe We know tis what 
; | We can't poſſibly avoid; and that a Few ſhort Turns more 
* in the World will certainly bring Us to it. Yet the Righte- 
. on, Petſon has ſuch a ſure Hope in His Death, that He is qua- 
e. lied to receive it with the Embraces of a Friend, and to laok. | 
through thoſe Dark Shades with Comfort and a pleaſing Sere- 
nity. For, tho* thoſe intimate Companions, the Soul and 
„Body, mult part; yet the Separation will be but for a Time: 
rs | During which, the Former ſhall be immediately advanc'd to 
2. | further Heights of Happineſs, with much clearer Senſations 
of the Divine Favour and Love; and the Latter, reſting in 
Hope, ſhall quietly paſs away a ſhort Night of Oblivion; till 
rt | the joyful Time of its being ratis'd in Glory, and cloath'd with | 
ds | Light and Immortality as with a Garment: And then Both | 
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ſhall meet together, with the higheſt Tranſports. of Wonder 
and * and in a far more Happy Union, never to be 
Diſſolv'd. x 


1 would now diſmiſs this Argument with T hree or Four 
plain Practical Inferences, ſuited to the preſent Occaſion. And 
1. We may hence learn, How highly it concerns Every One of 
U, to make ſuitable Proviſion for Our Laſt End. 


ETD 


be begun in this Life: For, the ſame Kind of Diſpoſition 
and Affections which We now principally cheriſh and in- 
dulge, will accompany Us into the Other World. There- 
fore, ſo far as we live and act like Chriſtians (without which 
Me cannot be intitVd to thoſe Rich and Glorious Hopes which 
I have been ſpeaking of) We muſt begin that Sort of Life here, 
which, when We have paſs'd thro? this Mortal State, ſhall be 
fully perfected in Heaven: I mean, a Life truly Religious, or 
| habitually devoted to the Service and Glory of God. All 
the cheating Advantages which this World can afford, if we 
could take Them in one comprehenſive View, would not be 
an Equivalent for One Voluntary Deviation from the Strait 
Way which leads to Everlaſting Happineſs: For He certainly 
pays too Dear for all the Riches and Pleaſures on Earth, whe 
purchaſes them with the Violation of His Conſcience, and 
f the Loſs of His Innocence. You that are Young, will do 
well to improve Every freſh Inſtance of Mortality, by an 
Early Remembrance of your Creator by dedicating the Firſt 
Exerciſes of Reaſon, and the Prime or Choiceſt of your Af- 


Bad Examples, and the Temprations of this Evil World 
| have got the Aſcendant over them. Such an Early Reſiſtance 


i Happy Reſtraints of Religion with Choice and Delight, is 


Youth may be allow'd Liberty, and that a very little Religion 
may 


The neceſſary Qualifications for a Bleſſed Eternity, muſt | 


tections to Him, before the Habits of Vice, the Force of Il 


the Nobleſt Sacrifice, and moſt highly Acceptable to God. 
Beware of deceiving your Selves with a falſe Notion, That | 


againſt the Bent of corrupt Nature, by ſubmitting to the | 
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may ſuffice for that Stage of Life. Tis extreamly Danger- 
ous, not to begin well at Firſt: Since nothing is more com- 
mon than for Perſons to go on in that Way which they 
firſt chooſe, whether it be Good or Bad. If You now turn 
the deaf Ear to thoſe Kind Admonitions which God has 
given You in His Holy Word, You can't be ſure that He will 
afford You the Grace to conſider, and repent hereafter: ' 
Therefore Now is the acceptable Time; Now is the Day of 
Salvation. As to Thoſe of Us who are of a more advanc'd + 
Age; it behoves Us ſeriouſly to conſider the exceeding Worth 


Jof the preſent Opportunity which We yet enjoy; and that 


the Time of Sickneſs, or of Old Age (if We ſhould attain 
to it) is very unfit for Beginning that Great Work which 
was the Principal End of our Living. Beſide, if we ſhould 
then have never ſo earneſt a Deſire to repent, We can have no 
Certainty that God, whom We had before ſo little regarded, 
will accept the very laſt Dregs of Lite, or the feeble Service 
of thoſe Years wherein We our Selves can take no Pleaſure. 
How ſafe, how Happy and Comfortable then, is the Caſe of 
Thoſe, who have been always upon their Watch, and- by a 
conſtant Preparation, have made that Hour of Trial fami- 
liar ro Themſelves before Hand; ſo that They have little 
more to do, when it comes, than to trim their feeble Lamps, 
and patiently wait for the Bridegroom's Coming! Therefore, 
Let Every Funeral Solemnity, which We ſo frequently behold 
in Others, make Us duly mindful of our Own: always re- 
membring that this Short and Uncertain Life is the only Time 
allotted Us to make Proviſion for Eternity; and that, To 
lip theſe precious Moments, which were deſign'd for ſuch | 
an Excellent Uſe, either in a bold Contempt or careleſs Neg- 


lect of a Future State, will of all Things moſt imbitter Our 


Paſſage into the Other World. 


2. From what has been already (aid, of the Great Advan- 


- . Tapes which all Pious Chriſtians will gain by Death, Ve 
may alſo infer, That. They have juſt Reaſon to bear with 
Patience and Chearfulyeſs all the Calamities of this Preſent 


Life. R 1 
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If a Man were, indeed, to look round Him, and ſee No- 


thing but a Scene of Trouble and Diſtreſs on Every Side, 
without any Hope of obtaining Relief, or a comfortable Re- 
treat, it muſt needs damp the Force and Vigour of His Spi- 
rits. But, to have Hope in Miſery ; and much more, to have 
a ſure Proſpect of 4 Deliverance, which will be infinitely to 


our Advantage; ought to raiſe and ſtrengthen Every Power 


of our Souls, that We may vun with Patience the Race which 
ic ſet before U.; till in due Time, we reap the Happy Fruit 
of Our Labours, and throꝰ many Tribulations obtain the In. 
corruptible Crown. The greateſt of Worldly Deliverances 
are but from Some particular Troubles; which, when remov'd, 
may either return, or be ſucceeded by Others as Bad or 
Worſe; And if it be not ſo, yet all the Joy and Satisfaction 
ariſing from Such Deliverances, can laſt but for a very little 
Time: They are gone with the fleeting Vapour of Our Life, 
almoſt as ſoon as We begin to perceive and reliſh Them. 
But We have an Univerſal Freedom and Happineſs before Us; 
when We ſhall be deliver'd from the — Clogs of Earth, 
and freed from Sin. We ſhall put off theſe periſhing Taber- 
nacles, which are every Day haſtening towards a Dillolution; 
and receive Them again in the moſt Pure Exalted and Incor- 
ruptible State. There, We ſhall obtain a perfect Deliverance, 
heighten'd by Eternity, and join'd with Poſitive Blefſedneſs; 
always ſpringing up from the inexhauſtible Fountain of Lite, 
Therefore 


3. We ought to meditate on this Great Change with Frequen- 


cy and Delight. 


"Tis not enough to think, That at the End of a very Short 
uncertain and miſerable Life, We ſhall gain a Quiet Recels 
in the Grave, — that Houſe appointed for all Living; where 
the Wicked ceaſe from Troubling, and the Weary are at Reſt —: 
But We muſt look Higher, towards thoſe purer Region 
above, which are never ruffl'd by Storms and Tempeſts, no! 
ſullied by Clouds and Darkneſs, This is the Only Reſt, - 
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ze proper Habitation of Immortal Spirits; where perfect 
olineſs and perfect Happineſs ſhall keep equal Pace with 
ternity. But This cannot be obtain'd without paſſing 
ro the Gate of Death; which every Good Chriſtian may 
ſteem as the ſure Way to Eternal Life and Liberty. And 
ertainly tis worth all the Pains and Agonies of Dying, to 
e remov'd into a State which is perfectly and unchange- 
bly Good : Where They ſhall exchange Sin, Sorrow, Dark- 
els and Trouble, for the moſt Glorious and inconceivable 
ight Purity and Peace. Why then ſhould They, who truly 
ve God, be afraid or unwilling to go into His Preſence ; 
nce the Veil of this Mortal Fleſh muſt be taken away, be- 
dre They can behold His Glory ? That which pringipally con- 
erns Every One of Us, is, To live as Thoſe who have ſuch High 
nd Excellent Hopes in View; by making all the Cares and 
ncumbrances, the Pleaſures and 'Diyerfions of this Life, ſub- 
ervient to the Nobler Intereſts of Our Souls; and engagin 
n alt the Poſitive Duties of Religion with Conftancy an 
delight, If, as the Apoſtle ſays, —— To Us, to live, tis 
iſt; to die will be Gain —: 1. e. If We live to the Ho- 
nour of Out Bleſſed Saviour, and endeavour to promote it in 
the World; If We truly Believe in Him, and obey His Goſ- 
el; if We make Kim the Pattern of our Lives, and His 
recepts, the Rule of them; We may then, like the Hol 
Pſalmiſt, paſs thro" the Valley and Shadow of Death, without 
earing any Evil; nay, with a comfortable Aſſurance Thar 
will be infinitely to our Advantage. Upon ſuch ſuitable 


Reflexions as theſe, the Thoughts of our Latter End, and of 
the Diſſolution which We muſt undergo, will not be ſhock- 
ing or uneaſy, but frequent and familiar to Us; As it will 
put an End, not only to the uncertain Comforts, but to 


hortfall the Dangers and Troubles of this World; and give Us a 

eceſsÞfull Poſſeſſion of perfect Bleſſedneſs, Eternal, Unchangeable, 

hergBoundleſs as Our Wiſhes,” and Laſting as Our Souls. So 

that, in the 3 9 ET 
L104 1 | 


zion 
nol 
anc 
| 1 : 


— 


* — — — 
— 


ath and Laſt Place, Such Conſiderationt may | ſerve to mode- 
rate the Grief of ſurviving Friends, under the Loſs of 


Thoſe who were moſt Endeared to Them. 
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The Conduct, and Noble Aphoriſm of King David, up 
ſuch an Afflicting Occaſion, was not only Philoſophical, bu 
truly Religious | — 1 ſhall go to Him: He ſhall not retur 
to Me. —— ] Nevertheleſs, both the great Example of Ou 
Saviour in the Caſe of Lazarus, and the Laws of Chriſtianit 
allow Us to be ſenſibly affected with Such Loſſes: Nor is | 
any ways unſcemly, That the Body, which is ſown in Con 
ruption, ſhould be water'd with the Tears of Them thi 
plant it. God has endu'd Us with Natural Affections fo 
Wiſe and Good Purpoſes; and not to ſhew them upon ſuc 
proper Occaſions, would argue the Want of Humanity: BA 
then We muſt remember That to mourn immoderately, aj 
Thoſe that have no Hope, ſhews the Want of our Duty f. 
Him, and of a becoming Submiſſion to His Will. Eſpeciallyſſar 
when We conſider that They who are gone before Us, in thd 
true Faith and Fear of God, have left a World which is full 
of Sorrow, Changes and Troubles; a Place, which at the H 
Beſt, is never long Eaſy and Quiet, for a State of perfedffir 
Peace and Reſt. Here, They were expos'd to many Trouble t 
ſom Inconveniences, and Uneaſy Conflicts with Sinful Paſ b 
ſions and Infirmities : But They are gone to a Place whereſ i 
all Trouble is over; Their Spiritual Warfare is at an End;F]t 
and They have put on the Glorious Crowns of Victory andſf 
Triumph. They have left behind Them Friends, whichle 
were endear'd by the Bonds of Nature; but are admitted 
into Better Society than can be enjoy'd among the Beſt off: 
Men on Earth. They were formerly expos'd to Fears, Me-|| f 
lancholy Apprehenſions, and Diſquiet about the Events off « 
Things; and are taken away from all the Evil to come. They]. 
bave parted with frail and crazy Bodies, which were ſubject] 
to a Train of numberleſs Infirmities, for a full Aſſurance off 
receiving ſuch as ſhall be Incorruptible, and every way fitted} 
for the Purpoſes of a Bleſſed Immortality. In a Word; 
They have exchang'd a State of Sin, Weakneſs, Ignorance, 
Folly and Imperfection, for a State of abſolute Purity and} 
Holineſs. | 
d t 
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, Upoj- It may be expected that I ſhould ſay Something of the 
Nostrz PERSON, whoſe Obſequies We now commemo- 
ite: And tho Diſcourſes of this Nature are not deſign'd 
or the Commendation of the Dead, but for the Inſtruction 
of the Living, I think my Self oblig'd to touch x little upon 
e Former; yet ſo, as not to exceed the Bounds of Truth 
nd Decency : For ſuch an Extream would be the more Cri- 
inal, as it relates to One, who in His Life Time appear'd ” 
ry far from affecting Popularity. — 
His LoxDbSHIr's Judgment of Perſons and Things, was 
ear, Solid, and Penetrating; and His Diſcourſe, Open, 
familiar, and Improving, to Thoſe who had the Honour 
and Pleaſure of His moſt intimate Converſation. He ſel- 
dom car'd to enter much into Politics, tho' very Few under- 
ſtood them better. Books were His chief Diverſion ; and 
t theHe had a ready Command of what was valuable or inſtructive. 
ertecQJin Them. As His Temper was generally even, free from 
uble-Jthe Ruffles of Paſſion, and excellent in it ſelf; ſo nothing 
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Paſ. I but a choſen Retirement, chiefly occaſion'd by 4 "wy long 
hereſ ill State of Health, could have hindered His Perſonal Abili- 
End;jties, both natural and acquired, from ſhining in a more Dif- 
andi fuſive Light. He had a very Juſt and Honourable Zeal for 
hich} Our Excellent Eſtabliſh'd Church and its Intereſts; yet, not 
ittedſ without a Charitable Latitude towards Thoſe who conſcien- 
ſt off tiouſly differ d from it : Nor was He a leſs Zealous Advocate 
Me- for Our Happy Civil Conſtitution and Liberties. He always 
s off declar'd Himſelf an Hearty Lover of the Public Peace, and 
hey of ſuch Meaſures as He thought moſt directly tending to 
dect perpetuate ſo invaluable a Bleſſing : And, as He perfectly un- 
e off derſtood, ſo He practis d thoſe Vertues which conduce to the 
ted} Quiet and Happineſs of Social Life. He was a very great OE- 
Yd j] conomiſt and a moſt exact Manager of His private Affairs: 
nce, Yet, on Some ſpecial Occaſions, He ſhew'd Inſtances of a 
and] very Generous Liberality, to a Degree uncommon, and in a 
Way as much conceal'd from the World as poſſible. Neither 
It} was His Lo RDSHII leſs ſolicitous for the Public Good: For, 
when 
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when, thro' Some diſagreeable Events, or the Caprices of 
the People, the National Credit has been endanger'd by a 
| ſudden upon the Bank, He has immediately throw it 
large Summs to ſupport it; as He had, both a better Way 
of judging than many Others, in reſpect of Danger, andy 
duc Regard to the common Safety. One Thing I ought ally 

articularly to mention, which, like @ City on an Hill, cannat 
be hid: I mean that Pious Work of rebuilding the Decay'd 
Church of Shipbory, in a very Regular Beautiful and Sump» 
tuous Manner; a Work, which will, as a precious Oyntment, 
embalm His Memory to After Ages. But what I ſhall chiefly 
obſerve, is, That in His Laſt Sickneſs, ſo long as He retain'd 
the Uſe of His Reaſon, He bore the Painful Decays of Na 
ture with great Meekneſs and Patience: And, by His frequent 
Deſiring the ſuitable Appointed Prayers, both from His own 
Domeſtic Chaplain and my Self, together with His'Devout; 
joyning in Them, He had recourſe to the true Means of Sup- 

port in that Hour of Trial, which needed the ſtrongeſt Conſola. 
tion from above; and thereby appear'd tp leave the World in 
a truly Pions Diſpoſition ; So that We may charitably hope He 
has m c the Blelled,and moſt Advantageous Exchange which 
1 have been Deſcribingg. 


Jo . which Happy State, God Almighty, in His due Time, by 
a conſtant Courſe, of regular „bring Ut all, thro 
the Merits of Jeſus Chriſt : To whom, in Unity with 
the Holy Ghoſt, be aſcrib'd all Honour and Glory, Ado- 
nation and Praiſe, both now and for ever. Amen. 
Us ard, 
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